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not impossible to believe that the sun may be inhabited by
beings who differ but slightly to man, or who are endowed
with an organization similar to that of the inhabitants of the
earth. If the body of the sun be preserved by the interposi-
tion of a cold, and but slightly conducting atmosphere from
the rays of the photosphere which burns at an immense dis-
tance, we can believe that creatures organized almost like
ourselves could live within it. The heat of the burning
photosphere can reach it through the thickness of the lower
atmosphere with only the degree of heat necessary to main-
tain life. The light thus filtered is brilliant, but not dazzling,
and admits of the existence of beings of organization similar
to those who live on the earth.
To this conclusion Arago came:

" If I were asked," said the astronomer, " is the sun in-
habited 1 I must reply that I do not know. But, if I were
asked whether the sun can be inhabited by beings of organ-
ization similar to that of dwellers upon our globe, I should
not hesitate to reply in the affirmative."

At the present day Arago would hesitate, for science has
made a great advance in the question of the physical con-
stitution of the sun. The new method invented by MM.
KirchhofT and Bunsen, and known as analysis of the luminous
spectrum, being applied to the solar rays, has given rise to
an entirely new conception of the nature of the sun. We
have returned to the opinion of the physicists of the middle
ages, who regarded the sun as a globe of fire, a sort of gigantic
torch.